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- 1, The Gustemslan Army Chief of Staff, Col. Jose lsgdaleno Ortega, acting
under orders received directly from Major Jacobo Arbenz, Ouatemalan !finister
of Lefense, sent a seoret sgent into Nicarsgua during December 1948 to
report on the following objectives: *

a. The attitude Sf Gen. Somoza toward Curtemala.
b. Any financial or militsry sid Somoza msy be receiving from foreipn sources.

c. The strength of the rrmed forces of Nicaragus and the type of armsment in
© use, , .

d,- The number and type of military sircraft.

e, Troop dispositions, the téalning of reserves, ond concentration of
troops in Puerto Cabezss.

f. The activities of Julio Lopez Masegoma, reportedly & purcheser of arms
25X1X6 for Somoza,

- 2. The agent returnea to Guatemala City on 21 Lecember 1948, and immediately sub-
mitted & written report, a summery of which follows:

8, CEomoza is unfriendly to OGustemrls, and his enimosity towsrd President
frevalo is & mstter of common knowledge. Hie attitude, however, is
purely defensive end it is not beliewad thet he is plamming any militasry
offensive sgeinst Ouatemels.

b, No evidence wes obtained of any financial or military sid from outside
sources being given to Somoza. Carrent rumors have circulated in
HBicaragua that shipments of arms arrived in Puerto Csbezas for the
ilj caraguan goverrnment from the Dominicsn Republic. ‘

c. The srmed forces of Eicaragua are estimated &t 8000 officers end men,
well-trained and in possession of the seme kind of arms as used by the
{metemslan Army.
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AT-6 trainers, DC-3's, B-17's, P-38's and B-24's. With the exception
of two B-24's, the specific musber of esch type is mot known.

Principsl troop conoentration is at ls Curva, Somosa's official residence.
In Degember oconsidersble troops were sent to the Depsrtment of Rives on
the Costa Ricsn frontier. No treining of reserves wés noted, and the
gerrison st Pusrto Csbesss was estimated from three to five hundred
membere of the Ouardia Nscional.

The sgentraxcied that Julio Lopes issegoss, 8 Spsnish Communist, essocisted
with Eafeel Cslderon Guerdis, is known to hawe attended reunions of Coste
Rlcan exiles in Mensgua held at the home of the Nicarsgusn congreesmen lnis
Felipe Hidalgo. Present at these meetings were the following: Col, Pencho
Fernsndex, Col. Jusn Vega, Mejor Clsudio Fonsece snd his brother Fernando,
the Cubsn Col. Jusn Jose Tavio, & wossn Communist nsmed lala Qonrales, and
& men nswed Dr. Patino. '
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